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one of the officials to let us off. He took it so readily that I knew at once I was overpaying him. We got a ticket to certify that we had been " done/5 and passed along to the doctor who was in a saloon at the other end of the ship, to get our landing certificate for Eeyrout. We were thus enabled to enjoy the spectacle of the fumigation of the other passengers, which we certainly should not have done had we been waiting our own turn. Their language as the clothes were handed back wringing wet, and in the case of coloured things often quite ruined, was worth hearing. Having finished spoiling the clothes they proceeded to squirt the remainder of the fluid over the'ship at random, thereby giving rise to more blasphemy on the part of people who happened to get it in their eyes. When as much general inconvenience as possible had been thus occasioned, the quarantine launch sailed away and we were allowed to proceed.
The wind had been rising all day, and with it the sea. We reached Haifa at nightfall, and stayed an hour. On leaving the sheltered bay near Mount Carmel we got into very rough water. Several heavy seas broke on board, and our position on the ice chest becoming too precarious, Masaudi and I took refuge in our cabin ; but Abdul Wahid, who had long passed the stage where drowning possesses any terrors, refused to shift. Not wishing, however, to lose him in this manner, we hauled him and his belongings off, and deposited him in the weather scuppers, which, though now well awash, yet seemed the safest and driest place left. The state of the decks was unpleasant, and I congratulated myself on having taken the cabin. After a night which was uncomfortable for us but must have been ten times more so for those on deck, we reached calmer water, and entered Beyrout harbour about sunrise.
It was here that I was chiefly apprehensive of trouble with the authorities, for I had always understood that in Turkey they were very cautious about admitting strangers without the surest credentials. I was quite prepared for many inconvenient questions about ourselves, and thought it by no means unlikely that we should be detained for a time. We h#?d therefore made somewhat elaborate preparations for all such eventuali-